Big wind confusion
Severe storm response has taken a new twist. For years our sirens had only sounded for tornado warnings. Now the sirens sound for excessive straight-line winds as well…and here’s why.
Most tornados occur during or following severe thunderstorms. The smallest tornado can provide extensive damage with winds in the 65-80 MPH range. Straight-line winds can often exceed speeds of 70 MPH and are also capable of great destruction. An approaching storm front will often bring massive down drafts which in turn cause the damaging straight-line winds.
Emergency sirens are now intended to alert people who are outdoors of the need to find shelter. The sirens will now sound on the occasion of straight-line winds in excess of 70 MPH and in the event of a tornado warning.  Once indoors, everyone should rely on emergency weather radio and other media to stay informed.
When Des Moines city sirens sound it is possible to hear them. If sirens are sounding, any employee outdoors should seek shelter. Employees who are indoors will continue normal duties. Our maintenance department monitors the emergency weather station constantly. If there is a tornado warning affecting us, employees will go to the basement shelter. 
Familiarize yourself and your family with the changing policy. It could prove to be a life-saver. Let’s all get home safely.
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